
NEWSLETTER
Nebraska Fire Relief Effort: Feeding Those Who Protect Us
When the Nebraska fires broke out and quickly spread across our state, reaching over 
800,000 acres burned, our communities were faced with fear, uncertainty, and urgency. 
In the midst of it all, one of the most powerful responses came not only from 
firefighters on the front lines—but from the volunteers who made sure they were fed, 
supported, and cared for every step of the way.

Through the incredible coordination of the Mobile Kitchen operated by HotMeals USA, 
two key support locations were established: one in North Platte to serve the 
Cottonwood Fire response, and another in Ogallala supporting the Morrill Fire. What 
followed was an extraordinary example of teamwork, compassion, and service above 
self.

Over the course of 21 intense days, volunteers from across the district came together 
to prepare, cook, serve hot meals in the mornings and evenings, and assemble packed 
lunches for firefighters working long, exhausting shifts. Additional teams supported the 
critical logistics of moving the HotMeals USA kitchen into Ogallala, ensuring operations 
could continue smoothly and efficiently where they were needed most.

This effort truly took a village.

We have always admired the incredible mission of HotMeals USA, but seeing it 
firsthand—so close to home—was something deeply moving. In the heart of crisis, the 
mobile kitchen became more than a food service; it became a place of comfort, 
gratitude, and human connection.

A special thank you goes to Rotarian Dick Cochran, whose vision of a mobile disaster 
kitchen made this entire operation possible, along with his dedicated team: Brenda 
Cochran, Amber Cochran, and Greg Clark. Their tireless work, often lasting long hours 
each day, ensured that every detail was managed with care and excellence.

We are also deeply grateful to Ashton Simmerman, who helped lead the Ogallala 
kitchen operations, and to our Rotarian Micaela Wuehler, who provided outstanding 
leadership in North Platte. Their coordination and commitment were essential to the 
success of this effort.
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